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Hello to all of our Band Buddies!
There’s so much news this quarter that our Buddy Bulletin has taken up 2 pages!

SoSBB

..STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS...STOP
Double Contest Success!
This Autumn, SoSBB committed to two entertainment contests … these are competitions where each
band is allowed a 20 minute programme of its own choice to entertain the audience. The programme is
marked by two adjudicators who will score the band on performance and entertainment value.

And this is where it gets exciting …..
On Sunday 1st October, the band jumped on a coach and headed to Bolsover Festival of Brass
entertainment contest. Having qualified for promotion into the 2nd Section from January 2018, we had
made the decision to perform in both the Second and Third sections of the contest. Our programme
opened with Matthew Hall’s ‘Legend of Cyfarthfa’,
followed by a solo performance of ‘Go the Distance’
from Disney’s Hercules, arranged by David Stowell
and performed by our brilliant horn player Jo Foskett.
This was followed by Matthew Hall’s melodic ‘The
Smile’ and the set ended with Hall’s energetic
‘Nightingale Dances’.
Much to our delight, we were awarded third place in the
competition for Second Section bands. This is a great achievement and we were delighted. Pictured
right is the cup occupying a seat on the coach on the way home!
Then, on Saturday 28th October, we arrived in Evesham for the Wychavon Festival of Brass
entertainment contest. Again, we had chosen to perform in both the
2nd and 3rd Sections of the contest with the
same programme. This was a larger sized
competition and bands arrived from across the
country. Performing the same programme, to
our delight, we were awarded 2nd prize in the
Third Section of the contest. What a fantastic
day … What a fantastic month!

A medal for Oli
The Wychavon Festival was an especially great day for our MD, Oli too. As principal baritone
in Langley Band and having performed the solo, Farr’s arrangement of ‘Be my love’, he and
his fellow baritone Stuart Doughty, were each awarded a newly commissioned medal for ‘Best
Baritone section’ in the First Section of the competition. Well deserved. Well done Oli!
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Hello to all of our Band Buddies!
Further new of what we’ve been up to over the summer period.

SoSBB

Ukuleles for school!

A Proposal in the Percussion section!

Following the success of SoSBB’s
joint concert with Stourport High
School students in May, SOSBB
purchased and donated 4 ukuleles for
the school music department.

As players, we practice our music at home and polish our
performance in band practice every Tuesday, but you can never
be 100% prepared for what might happen on the concert stage.
That was certainly the case recently when SoSBB took to the
stage at the Civic Centre, Stourport in its inaugural concert with
Cradley Heath Male Voice Choir. This was a special concert as
the choir’s musical director, Philippa Brettell is one of SoSBB’s
percussionists and is usually found beating the timps! The
concert was a great success and thank yous were duly shared
before the penultimate piece. A member of the choir, Darren
Hillman then stood up and a speech that began as an
appreciative thank you for Philippa concluded on one knee, with
an engagement ring and a proposal of marriage! With an
audible gasp from the audience, band and choir collectively,
Philippa smiled and
accepted. A standing
ovation followed from all
present.

Marc Robins, music teacher at the
school commented : “Ukuleles are a
great instrument for our students to
learn to play and very affordable to
purchase. The department now has
14 and that is fantastic as we can
teach more children to play. Whilst
musicality is important, it is really
about having fun. This is great for our Wow! A SoSBB first!
future students to see what
Congratulations to you
opportunities they have when coming both!
to Stourport on Severn High.”

Concert dates for
your diary in 2017
Saturday 18th November: 7.30 pm
St John’s Church, Kidderminster
Saturday 16th December: 6.30 pm
Concert at the Civic Centre, Stourport
with Stourport Choral Society
Further details will be available in future
Buddy Bulletins—or check out our
website: www.stourportband.co.uk/
engagements

Romsley gig
SoSBB performed at a nostalgic Proms concert in Romsley.
It was a fabulous summer evening
with a programme to suit all.
SoSBB look forward to returning
again in July next year!

Contact details
If you would like to book the band for an event, please
contact us at: secretary@stourportband.co.uk
For more information about our Band Buddies scheme,
please contact us at: buddies@stourportband.co.uk
We look forward to seeing you at our future performances.

